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CHARLESTON DEVELOPMENT ACADEMY PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL
The Charleston Development Academy Public Charter School will be celebrating the ground breaking for its 8th Grade Learning Cottage on Friday, February 25, 2011 at 1:00 P.M.
The Learning Cottage was designed by Watson Tate Savory Liollio Architects after meeting with the 5th and 6th grade students and teachers to get input on how they could collaborate to create a smarter, safe and sustainable learning environment.  Watson Tate Savory Liollio Architects knew that teachers and students of the Charleston Development Academy (CDA) needed additional classroom space and an attractive multi-purpose Learning Cottage could benefit the school located amidst the City of Charleston’s Housing Authority’s Gadsden Green community.  This additional classroom space when completed, will also allow CDA to expand their accommodations for the 8th Grade with a unique design bearing the imprint of the students it will serve.
The Cottage’s multi-function capabilities will create a wonderful opportunity for shared use by the surrounding neighborhood, and will provide a great space for meetings, gatherings, educational classes, or cultural arts events that will give the community a sense of ownership and pride.
The design was also submitted to the 2009 Open Architecture Challenge, where 406 architectural firms from 65 countries competed.  An international jury of designers, builders, educators, and students judged the entries, and CDA/ Watson Tate Savory Liollio Architects was recognized as one of nine “Honorable Mentions” in the Classroom Challenge. Once constructed, the design could become a new prototype for portable classrooms worldwide.
 	

The Learning Cottage Project funded in part by a Community Development Block Grant Initiative and through generous donations from supporters of the school.  Mr. Justin Whitney of WPI Construction, Inc. is generously donating his time and skill to serve as construction contractor for the project.  Guided by Building Committee Chairman, Eric Main and Governance Board Chair George Frasier this worthy project is the result of community stake holders and a dedicated faculty, staff, and parents uniting to support the needs, vision and mission of Charleston Development Academy.  The ground breaking of the Learning Cottage is just the beginning to what all involved hope to see as a catalyst for future growth.  
The school continues to explore opportunities for a new, modern state of the art facility in close proximity to its existing campus.  School Executive Director, Cecelia Gordon Rogers stated, “We are forever grateful to our Mayor, City Council Members, the Housing Authority, and local community leaders, for their financial and political support of CDA’s facility needs.  Every time we have asked for help, these leaders respond with encouragement, excitement, and creativity because they take time to recognize how the achievements of our students, not only in their impressive annual test scores, but also in the development, refinement, and content of their character.” 
Charleston Development Academy Public Charter School was founded in 2003 to meet the critical needs of young people in our community. Cecelia Gordon Rogers is the school’s Executive Director.  Each year, CDA fulfills its mission of high quality, results driven education for the children of the Westside Community of Charleston’s peninsula.
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